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l!~· As the Director of Olathe 
Head Start, I take great pride 
in sharing the 2021-2022 
Annual Report with our Head 
Start famil ies and stakehold­
ers. The pandemic present­
ed many chal lenges for our 
program and community, 

_ .._.._L...om __ and I would like to thank the 
staff and the Head Start fami lies for your 
ability to adapt through these times. 

As we continue to face the impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, we remain commit­
ted to the core values that guide our 
decisions and expectations for the ser­
vices we provide to our children and 
fam ilies. 

Our priorities are to promote teaching 
and learning, address concerns that have 
arisen because of academic and social 
gaps in these unprecedented t imes and 
meet the diverse needs of all the fami lies 
that we serve. The program has been able 
to provide services through multiple 
platforms and continues to meet the 
needs of our vulnerable population. I 
greatly appreciate the fortitude of t he 
staff and the support of the community. 

I am privi leged to have a team of dedicat­
ed and outstanding staff that have helped 
to make Head Start services as smooth 
and seamless as possible. Olathe Head 
Start has continued to meet our mission 
of providing children with the foundation 
of skil ls and knowledge they need to be 
successful in school and life and fostering 
self-reliant fami lies and communities. 

Our teaching team worked di ligently, 
despite the many changes, to provide 
results-oriented planning and instruction 
that focused on helping ch ildren succeed 
and build ski lls to achieve great th ings in 
their lives. 

The staff's ongoing dedication to maintain 
a safe and positive learning environment 
will help to ensure our children wil l gain 
the necessary knowledge and skills essen­
tial for meeting school readiness expecta­
tions. 

Thank you to all the Head Start families for 
your support and cooperation over the 
past school year. Partnering with you, our 
Head Start fami lies, has been crucial to 
our program's success especially as we 
faced the obstacles presented by the 
pandemic. 

I will stay committed to working collabora­
tively with you and wil l provide resources, 
strategies, and information to help our 
children succeed in the coming years. 

I am g rateful for the opportunity to work 
alongside not on ly a team of dedicated 
staff and teachers, but parents, family 
members, Policy Council, and Board 
Members. Our Head Start community is 
deeply committed to the safety and well­
being of our ch ildren and strongly believe 
that it takes a village to ra ise a child. 

l(Lmberly D. SLll 
Head Start Director 
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Board of Education 



Our 2022-2023 Presidency 

Our Head Start 2022-2023 President is Sherisa Strother from our Heartland 

center. Our Vice President is Cherri Sanchez from our Heartland center. And our 

Secretary is Brittany Dean from our Harmony center. Thank you for serving! 

Black Bob Representatives 

Our Black Bob location offers two full day classrooms for our Head Start child ren. 

The parent of our Head Start child who is involved in Policy Council from this 

center is Miquela Dawkins. 

Harmony Representatives 

Our Harmony location offers one full day classroom, one AM classroom, and one 

PM classroom for our Head Start ch ildren. The parents of our Head Start children 

who are involved in Policy Council from this center are Maureen Werner, Jenn 
Reilly, Audra Alverado, and Jessica Garcia. 

Heartland Representatives 

Our Heartland location offers three full day classrooms, th ree AM classrooms, and 

three PM classrooms for our Head Start children. The parents of our Head Start ch il­

dren who are involved in Policy Council from this center are Laura Pierce, Andrea 
Navarrete, Sidney Kurtz, Heather Newton, Ronisha Dennis, and April Fritz. 

Community Representatives 

Our Community Representatives are Brian Connell, Sendy Romero, Rachel Perez, 
Monica Gutierrez, Tracey Hubbard, Carol Vawter, Emily Diehl, and Peggy Newton. 
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Governing Body 





Head Start Mission 

The mission of O lathe Head Start is to enhance the quality of life for families through 

education and support services in a safe, caring environment. We are a federally funded, 

center-based program that provides services to children and families 3-5 years of age 

who are from low income families. The Olathe School District is the grantee for Olathe 

Head Start and serves Olathe, Blue Valley, Spring Hill, De Soto, and Gardner/Edgerton 

School Districts. 

Our objective is to provide children and their fami lies with comprehensive services that 

will allow them to succeed in school and in life. Our program works with 3-5 year o ld 

chi ldren in an effort to equip them with school readiness skills. We assist our ch ildren and 

their families by helping them set and achieve goals. 

The fundamenta l goal of Head Start is to increase social competence in children from low 

income fami lies. Social competence means the child's everyday effectiveness in dealing 

with both the present environment and later responsibilities in school and life. The Head 

Start experience provides an active learning environment that allows children to cu ltivate 

their interests whi le developing knowledge about their surroundings and social skills 

relating with each other and adults. 
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163 
Children with 
Current Vaccinations 

170 
Children with 
Health Insurance 

100 
Dual Language 
Learners 

136 
Fami lies with 1 + 
Employed Parent 

155 
Children with 
Dental Care 

108 
Total Program 
Volunteers 

44 
Total Parents as 
Volunteers 

105 
Single-Parent 
Families 

188 
Total Enrolled 
Families 

40 
Children with 
an IEP 

122 
Healthy Weight 
Children 

154 
Families getting 
Family Services 
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Early Learning Framevvork 



The Olathe Head Start chi ldren are assessed using the research-based, ongoing child 

assessment tool Work Sampling. Work Sampling helps t eachers use actual classroom expe­

riences, activities, and materia ls to document and evaluate children's skills, knowledge and 

behaviors. Portfolio samples are gathered throughout t he year and help demonstrate 

progress through concrete illustrations of children's t h inking. 

Developmental Guidelines cover seven major curriculum areas: approaches to learning, 

social/emot ional development, language development, lit eracy knowledge, mathematica l 

development, scient ific th inking, and physical development. Our t each ing staff is dedicated 

to helping each and every child learn and become better. They work hard to make sure 

there are beneficia l activit ies and projects for the chi ldren and famil ies they serve. 

Approaches to Learning Social & Emotional Language Skills 

II Not Yet 

II In Progress • • • II Proficient • • • 
Physical Skills Science Skills Literacy Skills Math Skills 

· - e e e . • • • 



Below is Olathe Head Start's data collected and assessed for Period 2, Winter school year 

2021-2022. All domains have on ly six percent (6%) or less of students in not yet. Teachers 

have seen tremendous growth over period two. Students are going from in process to 

proficient with the physical domain and language domain showing the highest percentage 

of proficient students. The most growth is seen in physical which is to be expected and the 

lowest growth in math which is also to be expected due to both math and science being 

introduced later in the academic school year. 

Language is showing the highest percentage of proficient students and has also gained the 

highest growth at twenty-one percent (21 %) along with the social and emotional domain at 

twenty-one percent (21 %). Language is one of the most important domains helping 

students succeed in many other areas and these two domains combined are essential to 

building a foundation of students succeeding and being ready to learn. O lathe Head Start 

students are making strives and teachers are seeing continued growth. Gains have risen at 

a slower pace this year due to residual effects of COVID, but gains none the less. 

3% • 

67% 

6% • 

70% 

68% 

26% 

I~ 17% 

1. 

66% 
56% 

e Not Yet 

28% 

I~ 
e In Progress 

e Proficient 



The left chart represents where O lathe Head Start students ended the 2021-22 school year. 

This school year brought many challenges as the program navigated the results of the 

Covid 19 pandemic. Some of the challenges included staff/student extended illnesses, 

delays in social skills, lack of exposure to academic and social experiences. The data shows 

that despite all the challenges of this school year, chi ldren have made gains in all the devel­

opmental domains. 

The right chart shows the largest gains between period 1 and period 3 were in t he areas of 

Social and Emotional, Literacy and making and Science and Scientific Reasoning. Olathe 

Head Start's primary goal is to always move students forward in the domain of Social and 

Emotional Development. Through ongoing observations, conversations with chi ldren and 

information from family members, teachers can develop students social and emotional 

skills such as social re lationships, self-concept and self-efficacy, self-regu lation and emo­

tional and behavioral health. 

Approaches • 
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Parent Involvement 



' ' During the home visits, they 
asked questions to get to know 

the children's needs or concerns. 
Also, if we needed any resources. 

Good communication. 

' ' My child likes to share about 
her day with me, so we talk 

about colors, shapes, numbers, 
and practicing to learn more 

English at home. 

'' The program has supported 
me in taking care of myself first 
then taking care of my kids. We 
focus on conscious discipline, 

eating healthy, and family time. 

'' 

'' 

'' 

'' 

'' 

Phenomenal. I love Heartland, 
and you guys have helped me 
tremendously moving forward 

and getting a new job. 

I have found all Head Start 
people to be very helpful, kind, 

concerned, and caring. 

' ' Great listeners! Very friendly 
and concerned about the family's 

welfare. It wasn't just a contact 
and it ended there, I was helped 

along the way. Love the program. 

'' 

'' 

'' 
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Federal Revie\N 
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Community Partnerships 

• Olathe District Schools Special Education Services 

• Johnson County Community College 

• Johnson County Mental Health 

• Farmers Insurance 

• Students from Local High Schools (Olathe, Blue Valley, Gardner) 

• Mid America Nazarene Interns 

• Head Start Parents/Grandparents 

• Community Residents 

• Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) 

• Olathe Police Department 

• Olathe Lion's Club 
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